1^8                 DEMOCRACY  IN   AMERICA
and if he should chance to warm in the course of the
discussion, he will infallibly say, * Gentlemen,' to
the person with whom he is conversing.
In some countries the inhabitants display a cer-
tain repugnance to avail themselves of the political
privileges with which the law invests them ; it would
seem that they set too high a value upon their time to
spend it on the interests of the community ; and they
prefer to withdraw within the exact limits of a whole-
some egotism, marked out by four sunk fences and a
quickset hedge. But if an American were condemned
to confine his activity to his own affairs, he would be
robbed of one half of his existence ; he would feel an
immense void in the life which he is accustomed to
lead, and his wretchedness would be unbearable. I
am persuaded that, if ever a despotic government is
established in America, it will find it more difficult
to surmount the habits which free institutions have
engendered than to conquer the attachment of the,
citizens to freedom.
This ceaseless agitation which democratic govern-
ment has introduced into the political world influences
all social intercourse. I am not sure that upon the
whole this is not the greatest advantage of democracy.
And I am much less inclined to applaud it for what it
does than for what it causes to be done.
It is incontestable that the people frequently con-
ducts public business very badly ; but it is impossible
that the lower orders should take a part in public
business without extending the circle of their ideas}
and without quitting the ordinary routine of their
mental acquirements. The humblest individual who
is called upon to co-operate in the government of
society acquires a certain degree of self-respect; and as
he possesses authority, he can command the services
of minds much more enlightened than his own. He